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about thE contributors
jonathan alger is President of James Madison University . An expert 
in higher education law and policy, he has previously served in positions at 
Rutgers, the University of Michigan, the American Association of University 
Professors, and U .S . Department of Education . He is a graduate of Swarth-
more College and Harvard Law School .
j. david armstrong, jr. brings more than twenty-five years of 
experience as a state and national leader in higher education and economic 
development to his presidency at Broward College . He leads one of the larg-
est and most diverse colleges in America, enrolling nearly 60,000 students 
from more than 150 different nations of origin . Armstrong is a graduate of 
Harvard University’s Kennedy School of Government Program for Senior 
Executives in State and Local Government . Previously he was Chancellor of 
the Florida Community College System .
richard badenhausen is Professor and Kim T . Adamson Chair at 
Westminster College, where he is also Director of the Honors Program . The 
author of T. S. Eliot and the Art of Collaboration (Cambridge UP), Badenhausen 
is also Co-Chair of NCHC’s Publications Board, an NCHC-Recommended 
Program Reviewer, and former member of NCHC’s Board of Directors .
karen baker is Coordinator of the Orange Coast College Honors Pro-
gram . A graduate in marine biology at San Diego State University, marine 
science professor Karen Baker has been honors coordinator since the fall of 
2014 . She is also the chair of the Department of Marine Science and advisor 
to the Eta Eta Omicron Marine Science Honor Society .
mark p. becker became Georgia State University’s seventh president in 
January of 2009 . He has devoted his tenure to providing a vision for the future 
of the university and leading the institution into a period of marked growth 
and advancement . Reflecting his vision for an urban research university in the 
twenty-first century, GSU has adopted a dynamic ten-year strategic plan that 
puts it well on its way to becoming one of the nation’s premier urban research 
universities .
michael t. benson, D .Phil ., is President and Professor of Government 
at Eastern Kentucky University . Previously, he was President of Southern 
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Utah University, whose honors program was instrumental in launching the 
NCHC’s Partners in the Parks initiative . He now heads an institution that for 
twenty-three years has led the nation in student presentations at the NCHC’s 
annual conference . He accompanied a contingent of forty EKU honors stu-
dents who made presentations at the 2014 NCHC annual meeting and plans 
to attend the 2015 meeting .
larry berman assumed the position Founding Dean of the Hon-
ors College at Georgia State University in January of 2012 . He has been a 
Guggenheim, American Council of Learned Societies, and Woodrow Wilson 
International Center for Scholars Fellow . In 2010 he received the UC Davis 
Chancellor’s Award for Excellence in Mentoring Undergraduate Research .
suketu p. bhavsar has been Director of the Kellogg Honors College at 
Cal Poly Pomona since 2007 and was formerly Director of the Honors Pro-
gram at the University of Kentucky . After graduating from IIT Bombay, he 
received his PhD in astrophysics from Princeton University . His research con-
tributions have been in cosmology and quantifying the large-scale structure in 
the universe . He is a professional member of the NCHC Board of Directors .
kenneth p. blemings is Dean of the West Virginia University Honors 
College . He is a long-time professor of nutritional biochemistry in WVU’s 
Davis College of Agriculture, Natural Resources and Design . In 2013, Blem-
ings became the founding director of WVU’s intercollegiate undergraduate 
program in biochemistry .
ron bormans is President of Rotterdam University of Applied Sciences 
(Hogeschool Rotterdam) . He is a graduate in political science (KU Nijmegen) 
with a specialization in management science . Bormans worked for the Dutch 
Ministry of Education, Culture & Science as Deputy Director for Higher 
Professional Education and Director of Study Finance . He was a member of 
the so-called Veerman Committee, which advised the Dutch Government 
how to organize Dutch higher education .
quintin b. bullock is the ninth president of the Community College of 
Allegheny County, a diverse, multi-campus community college in Pittsburgh, 
Pennsylvania . He is a consummate professional, an experienced educator, an 
exemplary community leader, a mentor, and a positive role model for students 
and aspiring leaders, with an extensive, diverse professional background in 
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higher education . He is a proven and results-oriented president recognized as 
an ambassador for the faculty, staff, students, and communities he serves .
sean burrage is President of Southeastern Oklahoma State University . 
He earned his Juris Doctorate from the University of Oklahoma College of 
Law and holds a bachelor’s degree in accounting from OU . He is a member of 
the Governor’s Education Advisory Committee and The Choctaw Nation of 
Oklahoma . He served two terms in the Oklahoma Senate .
jeff chamberlain has been Director of the Frederik Meijer Honors 
College at Grand Valley State University since 2007 . Under his direction the 
program has grown significantly . Prior to his tenure at Grand Valley, he was 
a faculty member at the University of St . Francis (IL), where he founded the 
Duns Scotus Fellows and Scholars Program . He is a professor of history and 
has written a couple of books and numerous articles on eighteenth-century 
British religion and history . He was president of the Mid-East Honors Asso-
ciation from 2012–2015 .
david l. chicoine has served since January 2007 as the nineteenth 
president of South Dakota State University, his undergraduate alma mater . 
As a policy economist, he has contributed as a co-author or co-editor of four 
books and has published more than a hundred academic journal articles, book 
chapters, and professional papers . Chicoine previously served the University 
of Illinois for more than thirty years as a professor, department head, dean, 
and vice president .
james p. clarke is Director of the Honors College at LIU Brooklyn . 
He also teaches philosophy and has published articles on the work of Han-
nah Arendt and Jean-François Lyotard . His interests include political theory, 
ethics, and contemporary French and German philosophy . He earned his BA 
from Sonoma State University in California and his MA and PhD in philoso-
phy from Stony Brook University in New York .
kimberly r. cline is the tenth president of Long Island University . 
Cline is recognized as a transformational leader and has positioned LIU’s 
strength in engaged learning, combining rigorous academic instruction 
with real-world training and entrepreneurship . She holds an MBA, a JD, and 
an EdD .
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craig t. cobane, PhD, is Executive Director of the Western Kentucky 
University Honors College and currently holds the John and Jacque Jarve 
Endowed Professorship in Honors . He was appointed Chief International 
Officer—Global Learning (CIO-GL) in 2012 and is the Principle Investiga-
tor for the National Security Education Program (NSEP) grant that funds the 
Chinese Flagship Program .
david coleman is Interim Director of the Eastern Kentucky University 
Honors Program . Professor of History and former Chair of the EKU History 
Department, he has taught with the EKU Honors Program since 1999 . He is 
currently working with students, faculty, and administrators to help shape the 
EKU Honors Program’s planned transition to honors college status in 2016 .
lisa l. coleman is Director of the Honors Program and Professor of 
English at Southeastern Oklahoma State University . A former member of the 
NCHC Board of Directors, she co-chairs the Committee on Diversity Issues, 
serves on the Publications Board, and is co-editor of two NCHC monographs, 
Setting the Table for Diversity (2010) and Occupy Honors Education (2016) .
soraya m. coley, PhD, is the sixth president of Cal Poly Pomona . With 
over twenty-five years of academic and administrative experience, Coley has 
also served as a professor, dean, provost, and vice president in the California 
State University system . Her life’s work is dedicated to providing access and 
opportunity to students from all backgrounds, including those who are least 
likely to afford what is possible .
jerry corcoran has held ten job titles, including “President,” in his 
twenty-five years at Illinois Valley Community College (IVCC) . His EdD 
from Northern Illinois University is in curriculum and instruction . Under 
his leadership, IVCC has seen many ambitious capital improvements, includ-
ing this year a student center and cyber café . The IVCC Foundation recently 
raised $2 .1 million in support of its first capital campaign, and now the goal is 
to dramatically build the scholarship endowment .
albert cornelissen is President of the Board of Windesheim, Uni-
versity of Applied Sciences in the Netherlands, located in Zwolle and Almere . 
He has a master’s in biology and PhD in parasitology . He was a researcher at 
the University of Edinburgh, the Netherlands Cancer Institute, and, as group-
leader, at the Max-Planck-Institute for Biology . In 1991, he was appointed as 
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a full professor in parasitology by Utrecht University . He became Dean of the 
Faculty of Veterinary Medicine in 1999 and fulfilled this position until 2009, 
when he became President .
michael k. cundall, jr., has been Director of the University Hon-
ors Program at North Carolina A&T State University since 2011 . A veteran 
of honors education, he has worked in honors programs and colleges since 
2004 . A philosophy professor by background, Cundall—or Dr . Mike to his 
students—focuses on student success and growth as the hallmarks of a suc-
cessful education program .
joan digby is Director of the Honors College at LIU Post as well as Pro-
fessor of English and Director of the Poetry Center on her campus . She is a 
past president of the National Collegiate Honors Council who serves on the 
Publications Board and is a reviewer for JNCHC . The initiator of Partners in 
the Parks, she was also the editor of the NCHC monograph on this hallmark 
program .
elizabeth a. dinndorf is President of Columbia College in Columbia, 
SC, a women’s liberal-arts college with an emphasis on real-world experiences 
and career preparation . She is a graduate of the College of Saint Benedict, 
where she served as Chair of the Board, and William Mitchell College of Law . 
She was also Senior Vice President of U .S . Bank and Wells Fargo Bank .
tashni-ann dubroy is the seventeenth president of Shaw University 
and the youngest woman to lead the first HBCU in the South . A proud alumna 
who received a BS in chemistry from Shaw University, she previously served 
as the university’s special assistant to the president for process optimization, 
chair of the natural sciences and mathematics department, and associate 
professor . A successful entrepreneur, Dubroy has also earned an MBA from 
Rutgers University and a PhD from North Carolina State University .
josephine woltman elpers has been Dean of the Windesheim 
Honours College at Windesheim University of Applied Sciences in the Neth-
erlands since 2013 . She is also Director of the Honours Programs & Tracks, 
top Bachelor Programs, the MBA, internationalization, and Entrepreneurs in 
Residence . She was formerly head of the Center of Excellence Market Intel-
ligence at 3M Germany . She has a master’s in business economics and PhD in 
marketing & advertising research .
about thE contributors
201
barry falk is Dean of the Honors College at Virginia Commonwealth 
University, a position he began after seven years as Director of the Honors 
Program at James Madison University . He has been active in the leadership of 
the National Collegiate Honors Council, currently serving as president . He is 
also a member of the Finance Committee and Board of Directors .
julia fennell is Honors Director and Professor of English at the Com-
munity College of Allegheny County . She has been active in the NCHC and 
NRHC since 2002, completing several NCHC Faculty Institutes and serving 
as NRHC President in 2010 . She is currently a member of the NCHC Two-
Year College Committee .
paul w. ferguson, the fifteenth president of Ball State University, has 
initiated a new and refreshed vision for Ball State as well as a refocused strategic 
plan in preparation for the institution’s hundredth anniversary, The Centennial 
Commitment (18 by ’18), promoting student-centeredness and community 
engagement as a model twenty-first-century public research university.
jim ford is founding Director of Rogers State University’s Honors Program 
and, as Director of Academic Enrichment, now oversees RSU’s leadership 
and international programs as well . He loves honors in general and NCHC in 
particular . He serves as Co-Chair of the Assessment & Evaluation and Teach-
ing & Learning Committees .
margaret franson is Associate Dean of Christ College, the honors 
college of Valparaiso University and home of the Lilly Postdoctoral Fellows 
Teaching Program in Humanities and the Arts . She has been active in NCHC 
since 1998 and has written and presented on honors education in a variety of 
forums .
e. gordon gee is President of West Virginia University . Having helmed 
universities for more than three decades, Gee was named one of the top 
ten university presidents in the United States by Time Magazine in 2009 . In 
addition to WVU, he has led the University of Colorado, Brown University, 
Vanderbilt University, and Ohio State University .
raymond j. green is founding Dean of the Honors College at Texas 
A&M University – Commerce . Before starting the honors college in 2007, 
he taught psychology at A&M – Commerce and Indiana University of 
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Pennsylvania . He earned his PhD in social psychology at Rutgers University 
and his BA from Drew University .
george l. hanbury ii is President and CEO of Nova Southeastern 
University and is Professor for the H . Wayne Huizenga College of Business 
and Entrepreneurship . Prior to his appointment as president, Hanbury served 
for twelve years as Executive Vice President for Administration following an 
illustrious career as the CEO of multiple major cities throughout the nation . 
He has degrees from Florida Atlantic University, Old Dominion University, 
and Virginia Tech .
thomas j. haas is President of Grand Valley State University . He is an 
internationally recognized expert in hazardous material transportation, stra-
tegic planning, and higher education leadership . He is a retired captain after 
twenty-three years of commissioned service in the U .S . Coast Guard, and he 
is a member of the Athletic Hall of Fame and a distinguished graduate from 
his alma mater . He has degrees from the U .S . Coast Guard Academy, the Uni-
versity of Michigan, Rensselaer Institute of Technology (New York), and the 
University of Connecticut .
dennis r. harkins is President of Orange Coast College in Costa Mesa, 
California . He serves on the ACE Commission for Internationalization and 
Global Engagement and the AACC Council for Global Education . He holds 
honorary titles from the Nanjing Institute of Visual Arts and Shandong Uni-
versity of Art along with a PhD in education from Georgia State University 
and an MA in international affairs and a BFA from Ohio University .
mark a. heckler, PhD, has served as Valparaiso University’s eighteenth 
president since 2008 . He previously served as Provost and Vice Chancellor of 
Academic and Student Affairs at the University of Colorado Denver . Heck-
ler holds a PhD in educational leadership and innovation from the School of 
Education and Human Development at the University of Colorado, an MFA 
from Catholic University in Washington, D .C ., and a BA from Elizabethtown 
College in Pennsylvania .
james herbert served at the College Board as Director of Academic 
Relations and then Executive Director of Academic Affairs (1982–1989) . He 
served at the National Endowment for the Humanities as Director of Educa-
tion Programs and then Director of Research Programs (1989–2003) . His 
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subsequent work experience was with the National Science Foundation, the 
European Science Foundation, the Arts and Humanities Research Council 
(UK), and the University of Cambridge .
jerry herron is Professor of English and Founding Dean of the Irvin D . 
Reid Honors College at Wayne State University . His publications include two 
books, Universities and the Myth of Cultural Decline and AfterCulture: Detroit 
and the Humiliation of History . His essays and critical writings have appeared in 
South Atlantic Quarterly, Raritan, Social Text, Representations, Georgia Review, 
and Antioch Review as well as the online journal Places . He is President-Elect 
of NCHC and a member of the Publications Board .
bonita c. jacobs has been President of the University of North Georgia 
since 2011 . She is the university’s first woman president and is only the sec-
ond to lead one of the country’s six Senior Military Colleges . A recipient of 
multiple awards for her leadership in higher education and student develop-
ment, Jacobs is a frequent speaker on transfer and student success issues . She 
has degrees from Stephen F . Austin State University and Texas A&M .
stephen j. jerome joined Monroe College in 1966 as an instructor and 
held a succession of positions, becoming president in 1978 . Among many 
other positions, he is President of the Association of Proprietary Colleges in 
New York State, and he is a former Commissioner of the Accrediting Com-
mission of the Association of Independent Colleges and Schools . He received 
his baccalaureate degree from Pace University and his MS degree in higher 
education administration from Baruch College .
james r. johnsen is President of the University of Alaska . His most 
recent experience includes service as an executive with Alaska Communica-
tions and previously with Doyon, Limited . Johnsen also served the University 
of Alaska between 1996 and 2008 in several executive roles, including vice 
president of administration and chief of staff .
marc a. johnson was appointed sixteenth president of the University 
of Nevada, Reno in 2012 . Prior to his appointment, Johnson served as the 
interim president and executive vice president and provost at the university 
starting in 2008 . During his tenure, the university has reached record num-
bers in enrollment, graduation, and National Merit scholars .
about thE contributors
204
dan r. jones is the eleventh president of Texas A&M University – Com-
merce and a tenured professor of English . Prior to joining A&M – Commerce 
in July 2008, he served as Provost and Vice President for Academic Affairs at 
Texas A&M International University in Laredo, Texas, and as Dean of Uni-
versity College at the University of Houston-Downtown . He holds bachelor’s 
degrees in English and journalism from the University of Texas at Austin, a 
master’s in English from Rice University, and a master’s and PhD in American 
Studies from the University of Iowa .
sheila jones, PhD, is District Director of the Robert “Bob” Elmore Hon-
ors College and Associate Professor of History at Broward College . She earned 
her BA in history and business administration from Washington & Jefferson 
College, graduating with Honors in History, and her MA and PhD in history 
from Bowling Green State University . She has served as President of the Flor-
ida Collegiate Honors Council and as an NCHC conference presenter .
peter kanelos is Dean of Christ College, the honors college of Val-
paraiso University . His scholarly interests center on dramatic literature and the 
performing arts, especially Shakespeare studies . Kanelos has been awarded 
several university-wide teaching awards and research fellowships from the 
National Endowment for the Humanities and the National Humanities 
Center . Prior to arriving at Valparaiso, he held appointments at Stanford Uni-
versity, the University of San Diego, and Loyola University Chicago, where he 
founded the Interdisciplinary Shakespeare Studies Program .
marc klingshirn is Director of the Capital Scholars Honors Program 
and Associate Professor of Chemistry at the Springfield campus of the Uni-
versity of Illinois . He has taught consistently in the honors program for the 
past nine years . His research interests include chemical education, separation 
science, and materials science, with all of these areas linked together by an 
underlying emphasis on green chemistry . He earned his chemistry degrees 
from Ashland University (BS), the University of Tennessee Knoxville (MS), 
and the University of Alabama (PhD) .
naomi yavneh klos is Director of the University Honors Program at 
Loyola University New Orleans . A member of the NCHC Board of Direc-
tors and chair of the Association of Jesuit Colleges and Universities Honors 
Consortium, her research interests include gender and spirituality in Early 
Modern Italy as well as Ignatian values and pedagogy in honors .
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susan j. koch is Chancellor of the Springfield campus of the University 
of Illinois . With her leadership, UIS has expanded academic offerings and 
enrollment, increasing campus visibility and impact across the Central Illi-
nois region and beyond . A highly engaged campus and community leader, 
Koch also leads an advancement team that has achieved record fundraising 
goals . Koch holds academic degrees in education from Dakota State Univer-
sity and the University of Northern Iowa .
karlyn koh is Professor of English and Director of the Honors Program 
at the City University of New York’s LaGuardia Community College . She has 
published in the fields of critical theory, post-colonial theory, Asian diasporic 
cultural studies, and post-modern poetry . She is a recipient of such awards as 
the NISTS 2014 Bonita C . Jacobs Transfer Champion Award and LaGuardia’s 
Student Government Association’s Professor of the Year Award (2011), and 
she is the current executive secretary of the NRHC .
john korstad has been Professor of Biology at Oral Roberts Univer-
sity since 1980 and Honors Program Director since its formation in 2001 . 
He spent two sabbatical years (1993–1994) doing aquaculture research in 
Norway, supported by a Fulbright Fellowship . His current focus is on sustain-
ability and developing biofuels from algae .
joe lane is Hawthorne Professor of Politics and founding Director of the 
College Honors Program at Emory & Henry College . He graduated from the 
honors program at Hampden-Sydney College and earned his PhD at Boston 
College . He has written widely on American constitutional law and politics, 
political philosophy, and environmental political thought .
kim q. b. leathers has been Director of the Honors College at Shaw 
University since 2004 and is coach of the Honda Campus All-Star Challenge 
team . A sociologist by training, she emphasizes students as “renaissance” 
men and women, aware of their world and potential to be service-oriented, 
transformational leaders . She earned her BA, MA, and PhD in sociology from 
Howard University .
kathryn m. macdonald serves as Coordinator of the Monroe Col-
lege Honors Program and is Professor in the Department of English . She 
earned her MA from Fordham University in mass media and communica-
tions . She is an active member of the Northeast Regional Honors Council, 
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always encouraging students to take advantage of every opportunity honors 
offers .
harold l. martin, sr ., is the twelfth chancellor/president of North 
Carolina Agricultural and Technical State University . A graduate of NC A&T, 
he returned to teach at A&T in 2009 and rose to the rank of provost after a 
term as Chancellor of Winston-Salem State University and Vice President at 
the University of North Carolina System . Martin, whose PhD is in electrical 
engineering, has been a driving force in higher education in North Carolina 
since the 1980s .
geoffrey s. mearns has served as the fifth president of Northern Ken-
tucky University since August 1, 2012 . He received his undergraduate degree 
from Yale University and his law degree from the University of Virginia .
gail o. mellow is President of LaGuardia Community College in 
Queens, NY . An expert on the history, development, and future of the Ameri-
can community college, Mellow is co-author of Minding the Dream: The 
Process and Practice of the American Community College (Rowman & Little-
field, 2nd ed . 2014) and Taking College Teaching Seriously: Pedagogy Matters! 
(Stylus, 2015) .
steve morgan is President of Westminster College . He is a CPA by 
background but has spent most of his professional career in higher educa-
tion serving as Westminster’s Chief Financial Officer and Vice President of 
Institutional Advancement . He has been active with many higher education 
associations and is involved with various local corporate and community 
boards .
john mouracade is Associate Professor of Philosophy and Interim 
Dean of the University Honors College at the University of Alaska Anchor-
age . After earned his PhD at the University of Rochester in 2000, Mouracade 
held two academic posts before arriving at UAA in 2005 . His area of specialty 
is ancient Greek philosophy .
sol neely is Assistant Professor of English and Philosophy and Coordina-
tor of the Honors Program at the University of Alaska Southeast . He earned 
his PhD in philosophy and literature at Purdue University . He is co-founder 
and president of the North American Levinas Society . He has developed a 
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prison education program where honors students study collaboratively with 
inmates .
bradley newcomer is Professor of Physics and Director of the James 
Madison University Honors Program . Previous experience includes numerous 
honors positions at the University of Alabama at Birmingham (UAB), where 
he focused on integrating high-engagement practices into honors education . 
He is a graduate of Juniata College, Wright State University, and UAB .
timothy j. nichols is Dean of the Van D . and Barbara Fishback Honors 
College and Professor of Sociology at South Dakota State University . In addi-
tion to honors teaching and administration, Nichols has collaborated with 
the region’s tribal colleges and leads campus common reading and student 
leadership development initiatives .
joseph e. nyre serves as the eighth president of Iona College, a commu-
nity of learners and scholars dedicated to academic excellence in the tradition 
of the Christian Brothers and American Catholic higher education . Nyre 
earned his PhD from the University of Kansas and completed pre- and post-
doctoral fellowships in clinical child psychology at Harvard Medical School/
Children’s Hospital and the University of Kansas . Nyre has served as a prac-
ticing psychologist and has served on the faculty at the University of Chicago, 
Baylor University, and Harvard Medical School .
adam oldaker is Honors Program Director and English Instructor at 
Illinois Valley Community College (IVCC) . Prior to joining the full-time 
faculty in 2010, he worked as a children’s magazine editor at the Cricket Mag-
azine Group and a middle-school language arts teacher at Spring Valley C . C . 
School District 99 (IL) . He also has experience as Interim Dean of English, 
Mathematics, and Education at IVCC . He holds degrees from Purdue Uni-
versity, Lewis University, and Illinois Wesleyan University .
kim paffenroth is Professor of Religious Studies and Director of the 
Honors Program at Iona College . He has written extensively on Augustine, 
the Bible, and the interface between Christian belief and popular culture . 
In the last category, he produced Gospel of the Living Dead: George Romero’s 
Visions of Hell on Earth (Baylor, 2006), which won the Bram Stoker Award 
and led him to write several popular zombie novels .
about thE contributors
208
baker pattillo holds a BS and a MEd from Stephen F . Austin State Uni-
versity (SFASU) and a PhD from Texas A & M University . He is starting his 
fiftieth year at SFASU and his tenth year as president . He serves on the NCAA 
Division I Board of Directors and the NCAA Board of Governors .
gary a. ransdell, EdD, has served as President of Western Kentucky 
University since 1997 . He is leading WKU through a complete transformation 
in enrollment and degree production, private support, campus construction, 
and comprehensive internationalization . He has two degrees from WKU and 
a doctorate in higher education administration from Indiana University .
michael rao, PhD, has been president for Virginia Commonwealth Uni-
versity and the VCU Health System since 2009 . His leadership has helped 
VCU become a top-50 public research university nationally and a top-200 
research university internationally . Nearly thirty academic programs are 
ranked among the best in the nation, including two ranked Number One .
larry rice, EdD, has served as President of Rogers State University 
since 2008, leading its three northeastern Oklahoma campuses and its online 
degree program . Rice has more than three decades of experience in higher 
education, both as a faculty member and administrator . He also served nine 
terms as a member of the Oklahoma House of Representatives, where he was 
recognized as a passionate supporter of education .
don rosenblum serves as dean of the recently established Farquhar Hon-
ors College at Nova Southeastern University . Previously, he served as Dean of 
the College of Arts and Sciences for eleven years, directed the NSU Honors 
Program since its inception, and has been involved with honors education for 
more than thirty-five years . He has degrees from Ohio State University and 
the University of Maryland .
james s. ruebel has been Professor of Classical Studies and Dean of the 
Honors College at Ball State University since 2000 . He has been officially 
involved in honors education for over thirty-five years and has served two 
terms on the National Collegiate Honors Council’s Board of Directors; he 
was NCHC President in 2014 .
jake b. schrum has been a college president and leading proponent of 
liberal arts education for twenty-five years . He is President of Emory & Henry 
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College in Virginia . He previously served as president of Southwestern Uni-
versity and Texas Wesleyan University . He has also been the international 
board chair for CASE .
stephen smith has been a professor of psychology at the University 
of North Georgia since 1993 and Honors Program Director since 2001 . A 
graduate of the University of Texas, he has published on a variety of topics 
in social psychology; his current research focus is on U .S . cadet experiences 
abroad as preparation for future deployment .
marsha sousa is Director of the Honors Program and Professor of Biol-
ogy at the University of Alaska Fairbanks . She has taught a variety of biology, 
health, and honors courses; conducted research on the reproductive physiol-
ogy of caribou and muskoxen; directed and developed allied health programs; 
and served in administrative roles within the University of Alaska system .
michael tkacik has been Director of the School of Honors at Stephen 
F . Austin State University since 2008 . He is Professor of Political Science and 
publishes regularly on international security issues .
tamara m. valentine has been Director of the Honors Program at the 
University of Nevada, Reno since 2004 . She earned her PhD in linguistics 
from the University of Illinois, Urbana-Champaign . A sociolinguist, Valen-
tine has published articles and presented papers on topics related to English 
as an International Language, South Asian languages and linguistics, language 
and gender, and cross-cultural communication .
ron weerheijm has an MA in architecture and was a practicing architect 
for twenty years while also teaching students in architecture and engineer-
ing . In 2009 he started honors programs in the department of engineering 
and became Dean of Honors at Rotterdam University of Applied Sciences in 
2012 . With his team he supports, encourages, and also teaches students and 
faculty in honors and promotes national and international networks .
kevin wm. wildes, S .J ., is President of Loyola University New Orleans . 
Fr . Wildes entered the Society of Jesus after graduating from St . Joseph’s Uni-
versity . Holding advanced degrees in theology and philosophy, he received 
his PhD in bioethics from Rice University . In addition to publishing and 
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teaching, his civic engagement includes service as founding chair of the New 
Orleans Ethics Review Board and chair of the Civil Service Commission .
m. roy wilson became the twelfth president of Wayne State University 
in August 2013 . Prior to joining Wayne State, Wilson served as deputy direc-
tor for strategic scientific planning and program coordination at the National 
Institute on Minority Health and Health Disparities of the National Institutes 
of Health . Wilson received his undergraduate degree from Allegheny Col-
lege, an MS in epidemiology from UCLA, and an MD from Harvard Medical 
School .
william m. wilson is President of Oral Roberts University . He is rec-
ognized as a global influencer with unwavering ethics and strong business 
acumen who has a passion for building Spirit-empowered leaders to impact 
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